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1 General information
A degree project provides 30 credits and is equivalent to 20 weeks of full-time study.
Students must have passed at least 65 credits that may be included in the degree in order to
commence work on the degree project. The degree project is an independent project and is to
be executed individually or in groups of up to two students. If the degree project is carried out
as a group, the contribution of each student must be clearly stated.

1.1 Aim
The aim of the degree project is for the students to develop and demonstrate the ability to
practise knowledge acquired during their education and the skills to work independently as an
industrial designer.

You may find further aims and the learning outcomes for the diploma degree project in
Enclosures 1 and 3.

1.2 Topic
The students have the responsibility and freedom to find a suitable topic for the degree project
which has to be approved by the examiner and a supervisor at the division of industrial
design. The topic and structure for the degree project must be devised and planned.

2 Assessment
The degree project documentation is public as well as the oral presentation. The examination
cannot be based on confidential information.

2.1 Deliverables
In order to pass the degree project, all parts of the project must be approved:

1. A project documentation along with a written abstract - both in English;
2. A presentation of the degree project at a public seminar at the Faculty of Engineering

(LTH)
3. An oral and written critical review of another student’s Master’s degree project at the

public seminar where it is presented.

2.2 Assessment criteria
The assessment criteria are linked to the learning outcomes defined in the course syllabus,
Enclosure 1.

The complex and multidimensional nature of creativity cannot be captured effectively and
comprehensively by any single instrument or analytical procedure. However, the use of
multiple methods reflects an attempt to secure an in-depth understanding of the phenomenon
in question.

• What you will create will and should be unique, as may the processes and methods
used and the disciplines they represent. The degree project is where you demonstrate
that you have attained the necessary skills to individually carry out a design project.
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• The assessment takes place throughout the process through self-reflection, interaction
with peers, discussion with supervisors and examiner, and is perceived as an integral
part of the process. The burden of proof is on you

• The implementation of the assessment process is commensurable with the discourse
and practices of the field; it allows for diversity. People engaged in creative practice
work at different levels and in different ways.

A project is generally assessed as a whole, but could be broken down into five parts:

• Idea – the ideas that informed both the process and the outcome
• Process – the journey that led to the outcome
• Presentation – the finished outcome presented to an audience
• Documentation – including all relevant information
• Reflection – understanding and the ability to discuss and articulate the entire process

Examples of what is looked for throughout the process:

• Is it clear what has been learned?
• Is the knowledge gained reflected and presented in a structured way?
• What are the expected versus unexpected outcomes?
• Ability to deal with the ambiguity of the creative process
• Ability to produce and evaluate ideas, alternatives and variants
• How does the outcome relate back to the starting point?

These are guidelines used to support critical reading and to present relevant feedback:

• The documentation will be perused critically with respect to its integrity.

• Scrutinise the goal(s) and motivations presented in the project documentation; do they
correspond to the results and conclusions? Is the brief properly formulated?  Does the
design process represent the outcome?

• Inspection of the suitability of the process. Could it be carried out in an alternative
way? Are the demarcations reasonable?

• Has the design process been clearly documented?

Motivation
Analysis
Synthesis
Evaluation
Realisation

• Are there parts that need to be expanded? Are there parts that are redundant?

• Are tables, formulas, diagrams and other illustrations (sketches, mock-ups etc.) clear
and comprehensible?

• Is the development and evaluation process of the outcome clear and thoroughly
described?
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• What is your own work and what has been inspired or sourced externally?

• Are the conclusions correct?

• Is there something left unexplained? Are there some statements that are wrong or
unfounded?

• Are there factual discrepancies to the oral presentation at the seminar?

• Is the reference list correct? Are some references missing or are there unnecessary
references?

• Is the grammar and spelling correct?

• Are the formalities correctly stated? (See chapter 4)

2.3 Grading
The examiner grades the degree project upon completion and the grades awarded are either
pass or fail.

2.4 Time frame
The students shall complete the degree project within a time frame of 20 weeks of full-time
study.

The fully finished project documentation must be made available to the examiner,
supervisor(s) and student reviewer(s) 2 weeks prior to the presentation at the public seminar.
Should this not be accomplished, the seminar is not guaranteed to take place.

2.5 Place and time of examination
The examination of the degree project must take place at LTH. If there is a reason to execute
the degree project in collaboration with another university within or outside Sweden, the
matter must be negotiated with the programme board.

The standard and preferable procedure is that the presentation takes place during the autumn
or spring semester. This period is to fall between 25 August and the Monday of Midsummer
week.

3 Accomplishing the degree project
3.1 Project plan
The student must hand in a project plan before the first meeting with the examiner and
supervisor(s) - which should contain:

• Personal motivation and background (please attach your portfolio)
• Project description (motivation, idea, brief, intended outcomes)
• Procedure (planned research and activities, etc.)
• Time plan
• Description of possible project partner and cooperations.

3.2 Examiner and supervisor
The student has to approach an examiner and a supervisor. The examiner is a teacher that is
responsible for the assessment of the project. The supervisor is the person who follows up on



6

the process. The examiner of a degree project must not be identical to the supervisor. The list
of appointed examiners/supervisors will be handed out to the students. Both the examiner and
the supervisor have to sign the enrolment form to confirm that they will be the student’s
examiner/supervisor, Enclosure 2.

If the degree project is done in collaboration with an external organisation, there must be a
supervisor from both the division and the external organisation.

3.3 Process
In good time before starting the project, the student has to contact the office of the School of
Industrial Design. The student has to fill in the upper part of the form, Enclosure 2. If the
student meets the prerequisites, the student will get an ok to start and will use the form for the
examiner and supervisor as mentioned in 3.2. When the examiner and supervisor have signed
the form, it must be returned to the office for course registration.

The student needs to submit a portfolio of works to the examiner and the supervisor so they
can get an overview and understanding of the student’s background as a support in
supervision. The portfolio will be reviewed prior to the final selection of the project topic.

Before the student begins to work on the degree project, the examiner and supervisor have to
approve the assignment based on the project plan (3.1) proposed by the student. The plan
should be revised at later stages if required. The student has the main responsibility to carry
out the degree project and to keep contact with the supervisor and the examiner.

The degree project can be carried out in three ways:

• The entire degree project is carried out at the division of industrial design. This may
involve in-depth studies and understanding of an established subject; the topic itself
can relate to an ongoing research project at the division or focus on the development
of a designed product, an immaterial proposal, system, service, etc. The examination
takes place within the division.

• A company defines the topic of the degree project, but the focal part of the project is
carried out at the division. The student uses equipment from the division(s). There are
supervisors from both the company and the division. The examination takes place
within the division.

• The entire degree project is carried out at a company. The company defines the topic
and the supervision comes primarily from the company. However, the supervision is
still done in consultation with a supervisor from the division. The examination takes
place within the division.

Sometimes it is necessary to enter into and sign contracts between the student and a company
or the division and a company. It is the division’s responsibility to assist the student in
drawing up such contracts.

It is the division’s responsibility to make all required equipment available to the student in
order to carry out the degree project, if the entire degree project is performed at the division.
If the degree project is carried out together with or entirely at a company, it must be clarified,
within the contract between the company and the division, which party has the responsibility



7

for essential equipment before the student starts the degree project.

3.4 Supervision
The standard procedure involves five meetings with the supervisor(s):

• Initial meeting with or without the examiner to discuss the topic and time plan.
• Three intermediate meetings to continue the discussion of the project as well as

checking progress.
• Final meeting before the public seminar to discuss whether to go ahead or withdraw

from the presentation.

The standard procedure involves three meetings with the examiner:

• Initial meeting to discuss the topic and timetable.
• Intermediate meeting to discuss progress.
• Final meeting before the public seminar to discuss whether to go ahead or withdraw

from the presentation.

4 Documentation
The project documentation should clearly state the following:

The cover page of any project documentation must feature the Lund University (LU) or LTH
logo as well as the name of the author and the title of the project. The logo(s) can be obtained
from the LU website.

• On the title page behind the cover page:
• Title (subtitle)
• Author’s name
• Degree Project for Master of Fine Arts in Design, Main Field of Study Industrial

Design, from Lund University, School of Industrial Design
• Department of Design Sciences
• Name and title of examiner
• Name and title of supervisor(s).
• Name(s) and title(s) or position(s) of other contributors
• Print year*

• ISRN-number – this number is obtained from the division’s course administrator.

Titles of the industrial design division staff can be found at:
http://www.ide.lth.se/staff/faculty/

The standard is that all documents are written in British English.

The references should be made in an academic way.

* If the work was conducted in a year other than the year the report was printed, this needs to be clearly stated in
the documentation.
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5 Public seminar
The seminar shall be public and held at Lund University (other agreements can be made in
case of exchange studies). Two weeks in advance, invitations should be sent out. The division
and/or the office of the School of Industrial Design will help to send out invitations. The
student has to provide the office with one picture and a few lines of the project. Examiner,
supervisor(s), student reviewers and representatives from companies or other co-operations
shall be invited.

6 Post-seminar work
After the seminar the student should incorporate any necessary changes to the project
documentation before getting a final authorisation from the supervisor and examiner.
When the final authorisation has been given, the project documentation should be delivered to
the division’s course administrator in five copies as well as the following digital material:

• Folder 1 - <Project documentation _files_ (surname_familyname)>, containing the
project documentation (as a .pdf-file if possible) and all images used in the file.

• Folder 2 - <Presentation_files_(surname_familyname)>, containing file used for the
oral presentation (as a .pdf, .ppt, .swf-file or equivalent format).

• Folder 3 - <PR_material_(surname_familyname)>, containing high-resolution images
(.tiff, .jpeg, or equivelant CMYK, at 300 dpi, saved with LZW compression) and the
abstract in English.

• Folder 4 - <Additional_files_(surname_familyname)>, containing all other files
relevant to the degree project.

Once the above material has been delivered and the requirements listed in 2.1 have been
fulfilled, the student will get the credits.

7 Oral and written critical review
In completion of the degree project, it is necessary to review another student’s Master’s
degree project in industrial design. The topics should be unrelated. The result of the reading
and criticism of another student’s degree project will be presented as an oral critical review at
the public seminar. If the student is cooperating with a company/organisation, persons from
the company/organisation will be invited to provide feed-back on the project as experts.

It is possible to have more than one student reviewer; this could denote different areas of the
degree project.

The oral critical review is a review of both the project documentation and the oral
presentation. It is important that it is made orally and is a dialogue between the reviewer and
the presenter. The goal is not to judge the work but rather to give support through constructive
criticism, both positive and negative, in order to improve the work.

The oral critical review should be a final critical review of the process as well as the formal
aspects of the project documentation.

The reviewer must hand out her/his questions and comments regarding the project
documentation to the examiner before the student in question starts the presentation.
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Enclosed you will find some suggestions for the review. Enclosure 5.

8 Jury
A jury consisting of subject experts will be appointed to participate during the student’s
presentation at the public seminar and a subsequent colloquium. The task of the jury is to
assist the examiner when assessing the project. After the presentation the jury, together with
the supervisors and examiner, have a roundtable discussion of the project. After this the
student receives the feedback.

The oral critical review will also be discussed at the colloquium. After the meeting the student
reviewer will find out whether the review has been approved or not.

9 Milestones
During the degree project there are two milestone seminars. The students are encouraged to
share and debate their project status.

• Milestone seminar 25% – Research presentation, ideas, status report with fellow
degree workers and subject experts.

• Milestone seminar 50% – Status report with fellow degree workers and subject
experts.

You will find more information in Enclosure 6.

10 Exhibition
It is not compulsory but recommended that the approved students participate in the annual
Degree Show.

11 Further information
The student cannot count on access to a workplace for more than one semester.

12 Enclosures
Enclosure 1: Syllabus for the Degree Project for the Degree of Master of Fine Arts in Design.
Enclosure 2: Enrolment form for degree project.
Enclosure 3: Master Programme in Industrial Design: Programme syllabus.
Enclosure 4: List of supervisors from the division of industrial design
Enclosure 5: Suggestions for the critical review.
Enclosure 6: Milestones example document.
Enclosure 7: Summary of activities in a degree project
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Enclosure 4

List of examiners

Karl-Axel Andersson
Claus-Christian Eckhardt
Andreas Hopf

  Olof Kolte
Per Liljeqvist
Elin Olander
Jasjit Singh
Charlotte Sjödell
Anders Warell

List of supervisors

Karl-Axel Andersson
Despina Christoforidou
Claus-Christian Eckhardt
Andreas Hopf

  Santosh Jagtap
Olof Kolte
Carl Lidgard
Per Liljeqvist
Anna Persson
Jasjit Singh
Charlotte Sjödell
Anders Warell

For correct titles please check
http://lucat.lu.se/LucatWeb/MainServlet?task=view_organization_information011024000&
username=



Enclosure 5

Oral critical review
This enclosure contains some suggestions for the review. In addition to the questions you can use
the assessment criteria stated in the master´s handbook as well as syllabus for the degree project as
a guide.

· Scrutinize the main goal(s) presented in the report; are they corresponding to the results
and conclusions?

· Are the demarcations reasonable?
· Consider the suitability of the process. Could it be carried out in an alternative way?
· Are there aspects left unexplained? Are there some statements that are wrong or

unfounded?
· Are the conclusions correct?
· Is the development of the result clear and thoroughly communicated?
· Is the documentation clear and understandable?
· Is the reference list correct? Are central references missing or are there some irrelevant

references?
· Is the grammar and spelling correct?
· Are there factual discrepancies to the oral presentation at the seminar?

Positive feed-back should also be voiced!

Think of the whole rather than the details!



Enclosure 6

Procedure - Degree Project for Master of Fine Arts in Design
Will be handed out to the students with time, date and location information during the introduction and discussion.

Introduction and discussion
Information meeting regarding formal criteria, milestones, exhibition, etc.

Prerequisites
Please e-mail the course coordinator to indicate whether or not you are planning to execute your master project. If
yes, we will double check that you have fulfilled the prerequisites (credits, etc.) and give the official ok to start.
Select and reach out to the chosen examiner and supervisor(s) to set up pre-meeting(s) – please attach a PDF. or
link to your portfolio in the communication (mind the file size).

Initial meeting
Initial meeting(s) with examiner (1 of 3) and supervisors(s) (1 of 5) –discussion of the topic, overall strategy and
project plan (Handbook 3.1).

Enrolment form and peer review selection
Hand in the enrolment form to the course coordinator (completed and signed by examiner and supervisor(s)).
Select a fellow degree project to review (Handbook 2.4 and 7).

Meeting with supervisor(s) (2 of 5)

Milestone seminar 25%
Research presentation, ideas, status report with fellow degree workers and subject experts.

Meeting with supervisor(s) (3 of 5)

Milestone seminar 50%
Status report with fellow degree workers and subject experts.

Meeting with examiner (2 of 3)
Meeting with supervisor(s) (4 of 5)

Project documentation
The fully finished project documentation, must be made available to the examiner, supervisor(s) and peer
reviewer(s) two weeks in advance of the presentation at the public seminar.

Final review
Final meeting(s) with the examiner (3 of 3) and supervisor(s) (5 of 5) – decision: continue or withdraw from the
presentation/public seminar.

Presentation
Public Seminar with peer review and jury

Degree show – opening
A-house exhibition hall

Project documentation
Hand in the revised project documentation to supervisor(s) and examiner to get an OK to print.




