
 

Invitation and Call for Papers for the 1st Universitas 

21 Conference on Energy Technologies and Policy, 

Birmingham, 8th to 10th September 2008 
 

There is little doubt that the world is undergoing a period of global climate 

change and that human activity is contributing significantly to the 

problem. This activity is resulting in increased emissions of carbon dioxide 

and methane, well-known green house gases. It is of international 

importance that technological solutions can be brought to bear to solve 

these problems as well as providing alternative sources of power and 

energy. 

 

 
 

All the universities of Universitas 21 have significant research activity in 

energy related topics. Therefore Universitas 21 can make a real impact if it 

collaborates on priority areas. It is with this in mind that the International 

Conference on Energy Technologies and Policy is being planned. The 

purpose is to bring together academics from around the world to debate 

the issues, find common ground for collaboration and to propose solutions 

that can make a difference on the global scene. It is intended that this 

conference will lead to significant collaborations amongst partner 

institutions and that the conference will become a major event in the U21 

calendar.  

  

 



Progress in these areas continues to be driven by an ever increasing 

demand for products with enhanced functionality.  Key developments 

and emerging applications in this field will be addressed at this important 

conference. 

 

The University of Birmingham is at the centre of energy-related activity 

within the UK. The recently announced Energy Technologies Institute hub 

was awarded to a consortium of the Universities of Birmingham, 

Nottingham and Loughborough and will manage a national £1bn 

programme jointly funded by the UK government and industry. Also 

Birmingham has been designated a Science City by the UK Treasury and 

significant investment on energy topics has been awarded to the 

universities of Birmingham and Warwick. It is for these reasons that our sister 

universities of Loughborough and Warwick have been added to the U21 

family for this event. 

 

On behalf of the University of Birmingham and Universitas 21, it gives me 

great pleasure to invite you to the First  U21 International Conference on 

Energy Technologies and Policy to be held from 8th – 10th September 2008 

at the University of Birmingham campus. 

 

We look forward to meeting with acquaintances old and new, to the 

sharing of ideas and the formation of important new partnerships and co-

operations in this area of international significance. 

 

 

Prof Michael Sterling FREng 

Vice Chancellor and Principal, The University of 

Birmingham 



On behalf of the Deans of Engineering of U21 Universities I welcome you to 

this important conference and look forward to many fruitful discussions 

and collaborations being developed. 

 

 

Prof Graham Davies FREng 

Chairman, U21 Engineering Deans Organising Committee 

University of Birmingham 

 

 

 

Scientific Themes 

 

The 1st International U21conference will be focused on the latest 

advances and market developments in energy technologies together 

with the economic and policy decisions that affect their implementation 

and acceptance on the global scene.  Abstracts should be submitted to 

fall within one of the following thematic areas: 

 

• Energy Distribution 

• Renewable Energy sources 

• Energy Efficiency 

• Carbon Capture and Storage 

• Public Policy and Economics 

 

A full descriptor of the themes and what is entailed in each area can be 

found at http://www.u21.bham.ac.uk/intern-conf.htm

 

Additionally, it is proposed that part of a day will be set aside to discuss 

“Solutions to the Energy Crisis” where a panel of eminent scientists, 

engineers and policy makers will be invited to lead these discussions. A 

professional facilitator will draw out the main policy issues and possible 

solutions for further dissemination and publication in the press. 

http://www.u21.bham.ac.uk/intern-conf.htm


Venue 

 

The 1st U21 International Conference on Energy 

Technologies and Policy will be held in the 

Business School at the University of Birmingham.  

Situated close to the heart of the city, with 

excellent international travel links, the University 

provides an outstanding technical infrastructure for conferences.  Its 

pleasant campus is one of the best within the UK. Sessions will take place 

in the Business School which provides  high quality lecture theatres and 

seminar rooms recently refurbished in 2004.  Accommodation  will be 

available nearby and at city centre hotels provided at a range of 

preferential rates for delegates. 

 

Submission of abstracts 

 

Authors’ contributions to the conference will initially be selected on the 

basis of abstracts submitted online by e-mail to 

energyconf@contacts.bham.ac.uk  Abstracts are expected to describe 

original work, previously unpublished and should clearly indicate new and 

significant advances and their importance.  Submitted abstracts should 

not exceed 400 words and should include authors’ names, affiliations, 

telephone and fax numbers and e-mail addresses.  The International 

Scientific Committee of the Conference will make the final decision on the 

acceptance of all papers. 

 

Accepted contributions will be published in the conference proceedings 

as extended abstracts.  On acceptance of short abstracts, authors will be 

notified of accepted  presentation mode (poster/oral) and provided with 

instructions for submitting extended abstracts.  Authors are also 

encouraged to submit a full version of their contribution for publication in 

“Energy: The International Journal”.  Please note that authors are 

expected to attend in person to present their work. 

 

mailto:energyconf@contacts.bham.ac.uk


Social Programme 

 

The Conference Dinner will be held in The Banqueting Suite of Birmingham 

City Hall, an historic building situated at the heart of the City’s cultural and 

retail area. 

   
 

The City offers many diverse activities that are guaranteed to impress 

whatever your age or budget. From a cruise along Birmingham’s many 

canals to the  gem  that is the Jewellery Quarter, which is home to both 

unique shops and fascinating museums. All aspects of Asian culture can 

be experienced in the Balti Triangle. As well as hosting many high profile 

sporting events Birmingham boasts many top attractions that assure family 

fun including Thinktank, Cadbury World and The National Sea Life Centre. 

Nearby centres include Shakespeare’s Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwick, with 

its historic castle, and Ironbridge, the cradle of the industrial revolution. 

 

An Accompanying Persons Programme providing interesting tours of the 

area will be provided, with excursions planned for all three days of the 

conference. This will be dependent on sufficient numbers wanting to 

attend the tours. 

 

For further details please see www.visitbirmingham.com

http://www.visitbirmingham.com/


Abstract submission dates 

 

 

1   Feb 2008   Main Call for Papers 

18 Apr 2008   Deadline for short abstracts 

16 May 2008   Notification of abstract acceptance 

31 May 2008                                Early registration deadline 

23 Jun 2008   Deadline for extended abstracts 

29 Jun 2008   Author registration deadline (for authors  

     wishing their abstracts to be included in the 

     conference  proceedings) 

8th Sept 2008                                Conference opening 

 

Papers on policy and economic issues related to energy will be 

particularly welcome. 

 

More information can be found on the websites: 

 

 http://www.u21.bham.ac.uk/intern-conf.htm

 http://www.visitbirmingham.com

 

http://www.u21.bham.ac.uk/intern-conf.htm
http://www.visitbirmingham.com/

